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. i. e. tbe Lord, as you find in the ſequel of my Text; 7 
I create the Fruit of the Lips, &c. ſaith the Lord, and I will 
beal bim, Create the Fruit of the Liys, i.e. 1the Lord am 
the Author of that great Bleſſing for which I ought highly to 
be prais'd by the receivers of it; Peace, whether it be Abroad, 
or whether it be at Home only: Peace to him that # far off, 
and to bim that a near. 5 
The Words originally contain in them, a yſtical and a 
literal Senſe; As they are taken myſtically, they foretel the 
calling of the Gentiles to the Faith of CHRIST; and in 
this Senſe, the Peace ſpoken of, Peace to him that à far off, 
and to bim that near; is, Peace to the Gentile, as well as to 
the Few: Not only with Relation to one another (the parti- a 
tien Wall being to be taken down from betwixt them) but þ, 
with reſpect ro GOD Almighty alſo, between whom and Iſa 
Mankind all Enmity was to be remov'd , thro? our Lord 7e- 
ſus Cbriſt; as is very plain from that expreſs Alluſion of St. 24 
Paul, Epbeſ. 2.13, 17. In Chrift Jeſus ye who ſometimes were i tho 
afar off, are made nigh by the Blood of Chriſt; and again, Heſwit 
eame and preached Peace to you whichywere far off, as to them ciec 
that were nid. TS, 
In the literal Senſe, the Words have an Eye to the thoroughFat | 
Eſtabliſhment of the Jewiſh Nation in Peace and Tranquility Tri 
after a tedious Expectation of it, during a long Captivit)Fcha! 
Particularly they point at their Peaceable departure out of Ba Ha, 
Hyloon, and quiet ſettlemerit in their native Land: Whickſſor, 
- great Work the Prophets forefaw was to be compaſs d not byKQuie 
2 cruel Hand of their Enemies: Twas not to be a Peace iffman 
Garments ſtain d with their deareſ Blood, given to them g bars 
IS; | _  #4SPtoy 
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their fide in the Battle, by their Horſes, or their Horſemen, 
Chap. I. Ver. 7. but by the Lord their God, as the former inſi- 
nuates, who ſhould unexpectedly fo bring matters about for 
the advantage of his People, as that the tyrannical Minds of 
their Opprerſſors ſhould at length be reconciled to inicable 
Suggeſtions: That 5 People, as he had promiſed by anther 
of his Servants, might at length Dwell in peaceable babita> 


I 
il ion, and in ſure Dwellings, and in quiet Reſting- places, 


m . 32. 18. in ſuch a bleſſed Repoſe of Plenty and Proſpe- 
to Writy, which ſhould not be any more clogg d with the melan- 
id, Etholy Fears of griping Taxes, nor diſturb'd in haſte by the 
F, Inſults of a powerful Enemy: Thine heart ſhall not meditate 
terrour, as heretofore, crying, Where z the ſcribe ® where is 
| 2 Eibe receiver? where & he that counted the Towers, or the rich 
Houſes, that they might be rated to their full proportion? Th 
alt not ſee a fierce people, a people of ſpeech deeper than thou 
can#t perceive ; no, look upon Zion, the city of our ſolemni- 
ties : thine eyes (hall ſee Jeruſalem a quiet babitation ; a taber- 
rti-¶ nacle that ſhall not be taken down : not one of the ſtakes thereof 
but ¶ ſhaÞ ever be removed; neither ſhall any of the cords be broken, 
and Iſaiah 3 3. 18, 19, 20. 


Je- Both theſe Senſes, in which the Words may be taken, the 
St. Myftical or Figurative, as well as the Literal or Hiſtorical, 


vereſ tho they do not let us run a Scriptural Parallel at this Day; 
Hen with reſpe& to the peaceable ſtate of the Fews here prophe- 
hemcied of: Yet the preſent glorious, and every Day more pro- 
Imiſiag Circumſtances of the Confederacy, prompt me to ſpeak 
ughFat this time to the pleaſing Subject of Peace, either, as the 


il, Triumphant poſture of our Armies and Fleets (which are now- 


ot) Ichaſtizing the grand Diſturber of Europe) may make the 
' BaYHaugbty Monarch humbly to ſue ſhorily for a General Peace; 


bich 
U 


Mtovinces Abroad: , 
%%% 


ee has it, Chap. 4. Ver. 6. or as the Propet Hoſea further 
explains it, By their Bow, or by their Sword; by Victory on 
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or, as they ſecure us of theſe Kingdoms particularly; in the 
quiet Enjoyment of our Poſſeſſions at Home, free from the _ 
ce in many tragical Conſequences of Wat, which abundantly em- 
m bſÞbaraſs ſome of our Neighbouring and even Allied States and ©, 
ee e 
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: 3 i {hu e of the invaluable Bleſſing we now enjoy at Home, but 


time as if our preſent and future Succeſſes by Sea and Land 


maus Inſcriptions, Memoria 
expreſſes himſelf uſually in no other Language, but that of gi- 


and eſpecially every Member of our excellent Communion, 


ſtand made in Italy, againſt a much ſuperior Strength of. the 


without ſubjoyning what is due to our Naval Force, that muſt 
be allow'd to bear always an equal ſhare at leaſt in the Glories 


Proſpect whereof is near, When we ſee one part of our Flee: 
ready to inſult his Coaſts] in the moſt ſenſible part; whilſt 8 
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fay? That I might ſpeak of Peace at this 


But; What did! 


would fo curb the growing Greatneſs of France, that her Sup- 
pliant Prince ſhould ſhortly pu a Peace; who in his Blaſphe- 
s, and other Publick Inſtruments, 

ving ; o the World, as often, and whenever he pleaſes? 
and dare be confident, every True-hearted 'Engliſhman, 


doth rejoyce in the happy Criſs, that the proſpect thereof is 
near, when we have ſeen in a ſhort period of Time a Noble 


Enemy: When we have ſeen our Conquering Eagles facing 
and eclipſing the French Meridian Luſtre, for the Preſerva- 
rion of Germany: The Work of many Years done in a few 
Days in the Netherlands, by the Deſtruction of the Flower of 
France ; with the Spaniſh Crown wreſted out of the Hands of 
one Prince, and by the Engliſh Bravery put on the Head of an- 
other, thought more worthy to wear it. Nor can I ſtop here 5 

th 

P 


of our Empire, and muſt give the hniſhing Stroke to the down- 
fal of the pretended Invincible and Univerſal Monarch : The 


by another is added ro our indiſputable Dominion of the 
Engliſh Seas, and uncontrou'd Power over the Mediter- _ 


ranean allo. 


. Theſe unſpeakable Advantages of the Alliance, as they PE 
give fair Hopes of an Univerſal Peace to Chriſtendom, when 18 


tbe Iniquities of the Pop:ſh Amonites ſhall be full, and the Sins je 
of degenerate Proteſtancy no longer provoking : As they pro- 
' miſe us a more Honourable and Laſting Peace than has been 7 
| hitherto obtain'd, when we ſhall be able to make our own Fl 
Terms with, or rather preſcribe Laws and Meaſures to the a 


hitherto unbounded Inſolence of France: . 


So let us in the interim, often congratulate one another tha 
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other Nations contend for, Ap 225 fly deplore the want of 
Abroad: Let us thoroughly acquieſce in the good Pleaſure of 
GOD, that thro' our former and late Succe ſſes recognized by 
Ant bority, We have Peace in our Borders. 

And leaſt our Unthankfulneſs for this Mercy already vouch- 
ſafed us, (tho altogether unworthy of it) thro? a continued ſe- 
ries of Providences, for almoſt Twenty Years together, ſhould 
ſtop the Current of GO D's future Favours; Let me engage 
you by ſome proper Meditations, (iſſuing from a Eν full 
of Reſentments for theſe undeſerved Largeſſes of Hennen) to 
Prepare you at this time for a more ſolemn cail to the Duty 
of Thankſgiving, the Celebration whereof is near : And that 
I hope I ſhall in ſome Meaſure be thought to have done, when 
I ſhall from the Text have intimated to you, | 

I, That Peace, whatever ſhare of it we enjoy, is the Gift 


of GOD Almighty : And then 


* tual or Civil, Univer al or Particular, ought to be recogrn1z'd 
Sins 28 the Bleſſing of GOD Almighty, will evidently appear from 
pro- very ſhort Induction. <4 
. to Spiritual Peace, the firſt ſort I mention'd, by which 
own J underſtand Peace of Conſcience vouchſafed to Private Per- 


but the Chapter before us, (which was a fort of Confederacy, 16 L. 4 
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map fo ſpeak, or League ſtruck between GOD and them, who 
were hitherto Strangers to the Covenant of Promiſe, Aliens 
from the Life of Jeſus, and Enemies to the Croſs of Cbriſt, but 
were now reconciled by the meritorious Blood of his Son's Paſ- 
ſion to all rhe ſaving Benefits whereof they were hereby inti- 
ruled :) "Fhat'it was a Bleſſing, and meerly derived from God's 
infinite Bounty and Grace, needs nat to be inſiſted upon. 
Nor is a Civil Peace, by which J underſtand that ſettled 
| Stzie whereby a Nation or People is continued in the juſt Poſ. 
ſeſſion uf their ancient Liberty, equal Laws, and holy Reli- 
gion in its kind, leſs a vouchſafement of Heaven: All Nations 
of the World, how barbarous ſoever eſteem'd, as e£gypians, 
Perſians, Indians, Scythians, have been till in theſe Sentiments, 
witneſs their coſtly Sacrifices, their joyful Airs, their grateful 
Inſcriptions on their Altars to the Memory of thoſe Gods to 
whom they chiefly aſcribed their preſent Security: And 
tho? the Triumphs of this nature heretofore exhibired by 
the Roman State, the moſt civilized of all, may ſeem 
only to have been deſigned as Trophies to the Glory of that 
Hero, by whoſe Courage'or Conduct they were made a 
bappy People: yet if we narrowly ſcan the Particulars of 
them, we ſhall always find them accompany'd with many 
| ſpecial Acts of (their kind) of Religion to the Honour of their! 
Gods. Thus Alexander ab Alexandro, lib. 6. chap. 6. of his 
Dies Geniales, ſpeaking of ſuch Triumphs, and the time when 
perform'd, gives us this appoſite and remarkable Account of 
them; On that Day, ſaith he, All the Temples in the City 
© being open, the whole Multitude of all Kinds, and Ages, and 
Degrees, with Vows and Prayers offer'd at their Altars, killed 
© Sacrifices, and gave Thanks to the Gods: ſignifying the 
© Joy of their Minds by Singing, by Verſes, by loud Accla- 
* mations, *ill the whole Pomp by the holy Way was come 
up to the Cæpitol; whither they led Bulls in great State to 
be offer'd in the Temple of the great and good God Fu 
' p/ter. And a little way off, more expreſs ſtill to our purpoſe, 
de tells us, T'was a pious Cuſtom of the Romans Chiefs t 
lay down their Crowns at thoſe times in the Lap of Jupiter, 
er ro offer xt to ſome Temple. In gremio Capitolini . i 
WES 7 | cc 
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eaſon) quod be- 
neficio Deum immortalium de hoſtibus triumphare contigiſſet; 
That they might thereby acknowledge the ſafety ot their 
State was owing to the immediate Favour of the immortal 
Gods, to whom all the Praiſe therefore was upon that ac- 
5 count due. But why ſhould we run to the Heathen Altars 
or Sacrifices for an Evidence that ſuch a Peaceful State as we 
now enjoy, thro? the Glory of the Engliſh Arms chiefly, is a 
Bleſſin g from Heaven? to what purpoſe ihould w= muſter 
up their Hymns, or their Memoriais, or their Vos io their 
Gods, upon ſuch occaſſons as theſe ? Were not the Subject 
of Proſperity, too common a Theams, and the Difficulties we 


= 
: 


have eſcaped thro? a twenty Years Wars againſt a formidable 


Enemy judg'd ſometimes almoſt inſupportable, and we often 
viſibly ſaved by the Divine Aſſiſtance, which came-ſeafonably 
in to our Reſcue, when we ſeem'd moſt abandon'd to De- 
ſtruction : I might be very copious in tracing out the Finger 
of Providence in every Inſtance that has happily concurr'd ro 
this Day, to the preſerving the Property of the Britiſh Subjects 
from Domeſtick Oppreſſion, with our Religion and Liberty, 
from Foreign Slavety and Superſtition: But of theſe things the 
molt experienc'd among us cannot at this Day be inſenſible: 
What I would farther ſubjoin upon this Head of Peace at Home, 


is only to remind you, That all the common Bleſſings we now 


enjoy thro your Valour, my Chriſtian Brethren, (ro whom 
we are much more beholden for our fafety in theſe Iſlands 
than to the War-faring Men by Land:) all thoſe Bleflings, I _ 
ſay, which are the Products of your Courage and our Prayers 
under the Mercies of a good G OD, that are obvious to every 
Eye, and comprehenſively ſtated in the Account the Raſtich 
brings in of them by the Greeł Poet of old, as Nuptials, Fe- 


| ffivals, Kindred, Children, Friends, Riches, Health, Corn, 


Wine, and all manner of Lawful Diverſions : Theſe common 
Bleſſings, the concomitant of our Safety, are not any of them 
to be overlooked or neglected by us, but eſteemed as much 
Largeſſes from our Supreme Benefactor, tho not equal expreſ- 
ſions of his Favours, as the aforemention'd ſignal Monuments 
of it; our Laws, our Liberties, or what ſhould have the pre- 
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Price of which latter Bleſſings are notwithſtanding fo enhanc'd 
by the former, that theſe without thoſe would be no Bleſſings 
at all; and the other very indifferently, very coldly reliſh'd 


without the innocent Deligh 
People, muſt be ſtill more unſatisfying: But a combination 
of theſe Bleſſings reſpectiyely under the influences of a peace- 
ful State, which we enjoy at the Expence of your Strength and 
Limbs, in conſort with thoſe Brave Hero's who have fought 
dur Battles by Land, is the ultimate, the conſummate ſatiſ- 


our Endeavours, that we owe, either our ordinary or extraor- 


Parent of what's 


belt Interpreters explain the Words.) And how ought we to 
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eminence in tifts place at leaſt, our moſt Holy Religion: The 


by moſt of us: For Inſtance, To be in a full enjoyment of 
ordinary Mercies, of Food, and of Raiment, of Friends or 
of Diverſions under a dubious and uncertain Poſſeſſion of Civil 
and Eccleſiaſtical Rights, as is the caſe of ſome Frontier Coun- 


' Fries. = we muſt confeſs, but a very uncomfortable ſtate of 
Life; n the other fide, what value ſoever the current Opi- 
nion has juſtly fix d upon the three great Names laſt mention d, 
yet who can be perſwaded but that a naked Liberty without 


che neceſſuries of Life; a ſolitary Property without the con- 
veniences thereof, or a chagrine Profeſſion of our own Religion 
ts of it, as is the Fortune of other 


taction of Mankind, on this fide the Grave; Happy are our 
People, it they would but know and feel their Happineſs, who 
are in ſuch a Caſe; yea, Bleſſed are our People, who have the 
Lord for their God For 'tis to his Bounty and Bleſſing upon 


dmary Mercies. *Tis He that doth us good, that gives us Rain 


From Heaven and Fruitful Seaſons : That increaſes our Corn, 


our Wine, and our Oyl, filling our Hearts with Food and Glad- 
meſs; I He the giver of all Victory, the King of Kings, and 


Tord of Lords, That makes n to dwell in Safety, to ſin ſecurely 
under our own Vines and our own F ip-tree, by breaking the 


Bow, and knapping the Spears in ſunder: In one Word, Lis 
He that gives his People the Bleſſing of Peace; the bliſsful 
d under the Sun: I create Peace, ſaith rhe 
Lord, (Creation you know is his peculiar Act) Peace to him 
that c afar off, and Peace to him that ic near: 1 create Peace, tht 


Fruit of the Lips, or for which I ought to be thank'd, (as the 
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life up our Voices and Hearts in Thankſgiving to our good 


at one Time, and its exigent Condition at another; on the 
Weakneſs of Spain, when in Alliance with us as a ſingle Crown, 
and the Traverſes and Oppoſition it has made to us Whilſt U- 
nited w. th a ſtronger Neighbour; on the Slowneſs of Germ. 
; the much exhauſted Treaſures of England and Holland; 
we have great xeaſon, Iam ſure as we have done already. and 
ſhall be farther called upon ſhortly to do in a more Solemn 
Manner, Devoutly and Thankfully to acknowledge it the great 
Goodneſs an! Mercy of Almighty G O D, who bas continu d to 
a hu Protection and Aſſiſtance; and by diſappointing the bound- 
leſs Ambition of France, thro' the Succeſſes vbtam'd in Brabant 
and Catalonia, hs ſecured both Peace and Plenty to is at Home, 
hilft our Enemies are put to confuſion before us, and the Cala- 
mites which has befe allen them, did neemt. upon 0 lt des. 
Oi theſe great Mercies we are to make a R 0 Improve- . * 


ment, That GOD may ſtill delight to do us good, and cauſe our 


Enemies to fly before us, till he ſhall pleaſe to veuchſafe us a loſt- 
ing and happy Peace, to the Glory of bas Name, the Honour of 


our Sovereign, and the Security of our Church and People, 


thro? Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Towards the obtaining of which great Ends, let me now 


| proceed, having ſhe vn you G O D's Goodneſs to us, a ſinſul 


and unworthy Generation, to explain to you in the Second 
Place your Duty conſequent upon it, viz, which is, gs 
II. To make ſuch a return to the Aut hor of our Happineſs, as 
we ſhall judge moſt acceptable ro Him; whichl told you he has 


| 1ntimated Thankſ. giving to be, or the Fruit of the Lips: I create , 


Peace, ſaith the Lord, the Fruit of the Lips, i e. Peace, u hich ſhall 
be ackhowledg'd a Bleſſing from me; A ſmall Tribute, one 
would think this, the Acknowledgment required of Praiſe and 

Thankſgiving; a few good words, an Hour or two's patient 
Attendance in theſe Places, and a little lowly Behaviour, tor fo 
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1 great a Vouchſafement of Heaven: 5 yet, notwithſtanding, if daly 
perform d, may be productive of ſuch Influences, as ſhall even againſt our 
Will make us one Day a ſtill more happy People: For alas! by the Fruit 
of our Lips required here by GOD, as a Sacrifice for his Bounty, we muſt iich 
| Dot think is contain'd nothing more, but that Breath which grows cool up · gi 
en our Lips, and vaniſhes with the remembrance of the Mercy: There is 
certainly meant by theſe Words ſuch a ſort of Thankfulneſs to God our beſt 
Ally, Help, and Defender, as ſhall break forth thro' the whole courſe of our 
Lives, in the ſeveral Inſtances of Obedience to his Laws, the trueſt Grati-WT7; 
ruſe we can ſhew to our infinitely kind Benefactor; ſuch Fruits of our Lips, 
as rhoſe mention'd by St. Paul, Heb. 13. 15. that are accompany d with com- 
'municating and doing good, a ſort of Sacrifices with whichj God declare 
himſelf pleaſea; tis a good thing indeed to give Thanks unto God's Nam: 
with the Voice, and the P/almift we know calls his Tongue his Glory, becauſe 
twas the chief Inſtrument made uſe of in praifing God; but then to ac- 
quieſce in a deep Performance of this external Homage; to give Goa the 
Tongue only, when He requires the Hand tao, and the Heart, with all the 
' be# Members that we have, is indeed in ſome Senſe to give Him the Fruits, 
or as they are elſewhere ſtiled in Scriptare, the Calves of our Lips, but 
what God makes no more account, as one obſerves in this Place, than the 
Lips of Calves; To give God then the Fruit of our Lips, i. e. to thank 
Him aright for the Bleſſings we enjoy at Home, by our Succeſſes Abroad, 
will be to pay Him the Homage of a Chriſtian Carriage in his utmoſt La- ¶ Dc 
titude: He that efers me Thanks and Praiſe, he Honours me; but to hin w. 
that orders hu Converſation aright, will I ſhew the Saluation of GO D:ME\ 
The Prayers and the Praiſes of a private Man or a Nation, are always ac: 
cepted by God, when offer'd as a Teſtimony of their Dependance upba 
Him, the Author of Peace, and only giver of Victory; but when proſe 
ſecured afterwards by a Uniformity in Life, as welljas in'Worſhip, there it 
Safety both Spiritual and Civil annex d to Gaa's Acceptance of the Duty 
We can then no way miſcarry, unleſs we our ſelves will not follow the 
things hat relate to our Peace, unleſs we will obſtinately hide them Fron it 
our Eyes. | 8 
Nov of the ſeveral Particulars pointed at in ScFprure, as having aſpecia 
Influence on the Peace of a Nation and ought always to be inſeparable 
from it, the Five following are principally taken notice of. 
1. Faith, 2. Holineſi, 3. Quietneſs, 4. Unity, 5. penn; - To eac 
of which I ſhall ſpeak ſo much, as may by the Bleſſing of Goa improve ou 
preſent Mercies to your Temporal and Eternal Advantage, and ſo I ſhal 
conclude | 
Let us offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe to & O D continually, i. e. the Frui! 
of the Lips, (faith St. Paul in that Place to the Hebrews juſt now urged ti tio 
our purpole) giving Thanks to his Name; but to do good and to commnni 
cate forget nit, for with ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed, Therefore 
l. Would we of theſe Kingdoms duly Praiſe G OD for that incſtimab! 
Eeueſit ot Peace, preſerved 10 us by the Succeſſes we are this Day thank 
| | full 
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fully Commemorating? Let our firſt Inſtance of Goodeſs be viſible in our 
regard to Faith or Truth, according to GOD's own Advice by his Pro- 


Fruit phet Zechariah, Chap. 8, Ver, 19. Where, after he had told his People, 

muſt chat they ſhould ſee the Effects of their Faſts, when turned into Thankſ- 

1 up-Meivings (as the pious People of this Kingdom do at this Day) when the 

ere is Taft of the fourth Month, and the Faft of the fifth, and the Fact of the + © 
r beſt ſeventh, and the Faft of the tenth, ſhould bs to the Houſe of Judah, Foy, 
four and Gladneſs, and chearful Feaſts; The Inference is, therefore love the 

rati · NTruth with Peace: That Truth I mean, which was once deliver'd to the 

Lip, saints, is now the Syſtem of the Church of England Divinity, and has 


been the Protection of its Profeſſors from its Infancy until now: Let none 


com- 

larei of us be found wavering at any time from it; and become more liable to be 
Jam: ſeduced by the too many cunning Deceivers amongſt us, out of the High- 
cauſi road to Salvation, into the By - paths of wild Fanaticiſm and ſly Enthuſe- 


aſin, or the yet more crooked and dangerous Way of Sociniani im, Dei ſim 
1 the and Arheiſim: The former of which Sects, as they. have ſingly prevailed 
[1 :heW over ſober Truth, in the ruins of our Church and Conſtitution tor the Exer- 
it ci/e of our Patience, ſo ſhould they in Conſort with the latter (for the Pu- 
niſſment of our Sins, as we juſtly deſerve) be permitted by GOD again 0 
ride over our Heads, we ſhall have made but a lamentable Exchange for 
our preſent Tranquility, when we have barter'd a Wholeſome Gawernment 
and Indi ſputable Salvation, for the worſt of Axarchies, and inevitable 
Deſtruction. However, therefore others may in this Age of Latitude, 
vin walk every one in the Name of his God; I wiſh I could not fay of fome, 
D Even without GOD ix the World, Let us all of this excellent Commu- 
nion be ſure ro walk in the Name of our GOD, for ever and ever, by 
holding our Peace in the Unity ef Faith, | | 
II. As we muſt have a principal Regard to Faith, ſo if we defire the con- 
W tinuance of Peace at Home, muſt we in the ſecond place joyn to ic the Pra- 
dice of univerſal Holineſs : The moſt Orthodox Belief without a ſuitable 
Demeanor, as it caſts the blackeſt Reproach upon particular Perſons, ſo is 
it of the moſt faral Conſequence to a Community or People ; for whilſt 
I Righreouſneſ: alone in its tendency can exalt a Nation, the contrary Courſe 
ci muſt have but an ill Aſpect upon its Proſperity, Should I back this Aſſer- 
rableſ tion with Proofs from Hiſtory, Sacred or Prophane, the labour would be 
infinite; Your on View of the ſucceſſes of Vice upon the Fewiſh Nation, 
and the Four Great Monarchies will fadly illuſtrate it: When ye run over 
the Canonical Records of the former, and there ſee a once tfouriſhing 
Feople in Religion and Polity, full of Succeſſes Abroad, and Proſperity at 
Home, for their National Iniquities abandon'd by GOD to Deſtruction 
and a Curſe; and then turn your Thoughts upon the Propheiick Intima- 
tions on the Diſſolution of thoſe Mighty Empires I mentioa'd, the Ruin of 
which was completed by their own Folly and Wickdneſs, in not taking 
Warning by the Calamities of others, and running themſelves into the ſame 
or like Exceſſes which ſubdued their Predeceſſors; you ll readily conclude, 
that Nimrod, and Cyrus, and Alexander, and the ſuccee ling Great Cap- 
Tails 


— 


4 1 
" . E 
* 


| | 12 ) : | 
rams. rel every ao? were ſo far C2) they vere Rods of GO Dll © 
Anger, for the Chaſtiſement of Sinners; that neither Few nor Greek, Af 
fyrian nor Perſean, Roman nor Barbarian, were Bond or Free, but as Ver- 
tue or Vice was a7 in al; nay, ſhould we trace thro? rhe Memoirs of the 
Eng liſb Story only, ve may obſerve with others, That there never was any 
Deſolation in this Iſland, either by Foreign Invafion, Infectious Diſeaſe, Do- 
we//1ck Opreſſion, or any other way, but 'twas always preceded by Inteſtine 
Diviſionc, or ſome remarkable crying Sins, May we of this Generation call Mie 
down none of theſe Vengeances upon us by our Sins, particularly & O Der 
avert the Complications of all Evils, the return of the Sword upon our 
Bow-ls thro' thoſe Inteſtine Diviſions I hinted at, which at this Day cut 
ſharper than a two edged Sword: May our Mof Gracious Sovereign, whole" 
bears no: the Sword in vain, ne er take it up Here but againſt Irreligion|MEP 
1 and Profaneneſs, Diſſolu:eneſs, and Immorality, which ſupplant all Go- 
* veruments, and are Enemies indeed to the Publick Good: May the Work 
. of Righteoufne(s be the effect of our Peace, and none of us put aſunder 
whit GOD hath joyned by his Apoſtle, when He bids us follow Peace with 
Holine's 
al HI. A Third Means for to ſecure our Peaccable Circumſtances firm and 
| laſting, is Q=:er7eſ5 :; And here would we all be perſwaded to practice that 
a4 excellent Rule of ſtudying ro be quiet, and to do our own buſineſs ; We 
fhould hear lefs of the many private Contentions, and publick Diſtur- 
bances, rhuſe certain Confequents of Pragmatical Meddling with Affairs 
out of our rech; Would the ordinary Mechanick (who as the Wiſe-man 
tells us, was never deſign' d to fit in Council, Eccl, 38. 3 3.) leave the Ad · N vi 
miniftration of Fublick Affairs to thoſe who fit at the Helm; and ſome 
other Buſi- bodies, tho of a higher Claſs, yet unfit for Politiciaws as the the 
former, every one in his Station, mind the Regulation of his own Life 
with rhofſe of his Deyendants: We ſhould ſee ſuch Halcyon Days indeed 
as would render the preſent poſture of our Affairs a very valuable Bleſſing 
to our Country, Till theſe things be ſo, and we leave off meddling with 
thoſe that are given to charge, with beſpattering their Miniſters, expoſing ou 
rhei Zouncils, blaipheming their Perſons, as if they had not been anointed 
with O; we may thank COD indeed for the preſent Peace we enjoy al 
Home, bb can never be happy under it, no nor aſſiſted with the kind In- 
Ruenccs of 2 QUEEN, to whoſe i Piety and Charity, as well 
as a General, to whole unparalell'd Conduct and Valour, 'tis in a grea 
Mea ſure Pring. 
: A Qreen ! whoſe Succeſſes from Her Infancy in the great Buſineſs 2 
Da votion, have rendred Her viſibiy beloved by Her GO D. ä a 
A General ' whoſe Buſineſs it has been trom the infacy of his Succeſſes By 
to Devote himſelf entirely to the Love of his Country; cie 
A Aueten who by the righteous Goverment of Her People at Home F. 
will probably carry Her Name deeper in Engliſh Hiſtory, than all He to 
r deceindrs z | 


— 


o A General! who by the juſt Menage of Her Majeſty's 
t, 4: orces Abroad, has actually advanced the Engliſb Arms fur- 
Ver- her in Foreign Territories (and is teaching others to do ſo, 


theſpetter it may be) than moſt that ſhall ſucceed him in Future 
; Dor) 


eine A een! of whoſe Vertues (which engage Heaven on 


n call Her fide) Her Enemies are as much afraid, as of Her Gene- 
OD | | 


eral's Valour. | 


A Ween! in ſhort, to whom Duty, and Love, and In- 
*. ereſt conſpire to make Her Subjects yield Her a triple Al- 


legiance. | | 
A Qscen! and a General“! in one Word, with whom - 
hoſe rhat they have ſecured, under G OD, in their Liberties, 
ws and Religion, have no more reaſon to be angry, than 
Men would quarrel the kind Bazk that defends them from the 
raging Sea, the Cool Shade that ſhelters them from the Scorch 
ing Sun, or the Guardian Angel that reſcueth them from ine vi- 
itable Deſtraction. | 
That this Lueer, with all in Authority under Her, may go 
on in an uninterrupted Proſecution of the grand Deſigns of Pro- 
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Ad · ¶ vidence, now on the Stage of Europe, without Murmuring or 
oy Complaint, or whatever may retard their effectual Progreſs 
S the 


therein, ought to be every good Proteſtant's Wiſh and Endea- 


be our; To be otherwiſe minded, would be to act the Starting- 
Ming Hor ſe, who avoiding a ſhadow of one fide, plunges into a pre- 
withWcipice on the other; nay, a Loyal and dutiful Submiſſion to 
ws our Sovereign Lady, ſeems to be a Debt to fuch a Domeſtick 


Peace (we rejoice in thro' Her Providence) which according 
to the Prophetick Intimation is of right to be accompanied with 
Laietneſs and Aſſurance for ever, Iſaiah 32.17. But 

V. Another Medium whereby we may make the Peaceful 
Poſſeſſion of our Enjoiments more comfortable, is, its inſeparable 
Companion Love, which is beſt diſplay'd in Unity and Charity: 
By the former of which, I underſtand all thoſe Bowels of Mer- 
cies, Kindneſs, Hubleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, 
Forbearing one another,and Forgiving one anot ber, that reaches 
to Enemies as well as Friends; That ſo we may be Children of 


our Father which « in Heaven, who # kind to the Unthankful 


\ ind -- 
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i and to the Evil: As be. males bis Sun to. ſhine; and bis Rai 
| come down upon the Jaſt and the Unjuit, For the mare ſpeedy 


compaſſing fo Bleſſed a State in this Kingdom, the aboliſting o 
all Names ot Diſt inction with reſpect to Parties, and an abateÞV. 
ment of the violent Heats, of ſome Buſie-men of the Separa G 


tion chiefly, againſt the Church and its beſt Supports, in theirſant 
Converfations, Pamphlets, and Libels, would not a little con 
tribate; till we can fix up ſome common Project, like that of 
the Temple built at Rome, Jovi Poſitorio, where all Men off 
all ſides were at length to lay down their Animoſity againſl 
one another, upon what plauſible Pretences ſoever taken 
at firſt: If we neglect this great Cement of Concord, wel 
may from jarring and ſquabbling, at laſt fall ſo directly riff 
biting, as to be devoured one of another; ot it may be, not- 
withſtanding all our Succeſſes by Seu and Land, how glorio 
ſever at preſent, become at length an eaſier Prey to ſome fo- 
reign unheeded Power. | 
And what a great pity will it be, My Brethren, (to uſ: 
the pathetical Expreſſion of a Noble Pen) which G 0 D for. 
bid, To ſee that Engliſh Life and Vigor, which ye know 
© has been ever formidable to our Enemies Abroad, be miſera. Nou: 
* bly applied to the tearing our own Bowels at Home? Tha 
© being by our ſituation not only ſafer (but if we pleaſe) 
greater too, than Countries that far exceed us in extent: 
That having Courage by Nature, Learning by Induſtry; 
* Riches by Trade, to which give me leave to add, Good 
Principles by the Eftabliſhd Religion, ve ſhould corrupt alli 
* theſe Advantages ſo as to make them ineffectual; and by « 
Fatality, which ſeems peculiar to us, mi ſplace our active rage 
one againſt another, whilſt we are turn'd into Statues on that 
fide Hert's the greateſt Danger: To ſee England, which 
now rides Admiral of the Confederacy of Europe, in a ſhort 
while lie like a great Hulk 16 the Sea without Rudder, or Sail, 
and her Men caſt away in her; or what is worſe, made a catch 
for the Grand Lou, or a Tender to ſome ſmaller crafted State; on 
will it not in the Eyes of Poſterity make a very fine Figure in 
the Chart of Chriſt ndiem? Oh! that we of theſe Kingdom ere 
therefore, would bethink our ſelves in our Stations, and att like 
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deediſuin, But the GOD of Love and Peace may be amongft us 
ſhingſ our good. | SO 

bateYV. Laſtly, That we may ſhew our ſelves truly Thankful 
para GOD for Reſtoring to us the Bleſſings of Peace, (which 
theirfkannot too often acknwledge under Him to be owing to the 

con. Nayers of an Excellent Queen and Her pious Subjects, with 

at olſſe great Conduct and Bravery of our Land and Sea F 

n offfe ought as often as we remember G O D's Loving-kindneſs 

ainſiſhd Mercy, to ſhew ſome our Selyes by ſetting apart ſome 

a upfare of our Subſtance for the relief of the Poor. Doth GOD 

_ weſſntinue to us this Quinteſcence of Earthly Felicity to all 

y tafffichour diſtinction? Let us imitate Him in our Charity, 

not Ihich mult deſcend from the Head even to the Skirts, from 

iouſhe Great Ones to the meaneſt Cbriſt ian among us. We 

 fo-fſlight to ſpare ſo much againſt our Publick Thankſpivings, 
at we may not run into Exceſſes; That ſome may not want, 

hilſt others abound too much; nor any be Dranken, whilſt 

Pe ref} are Hungry : Which the Peace of GO D has afforded us, 

o we enjoy a Plenty of all good things? Let us be ever plen- 

ous in Good- works, and not confine our Charity to the So- 

mnity of that Day; No, let us ca#} our Bread upon the Ma- 
rs, let us deal our Doles to the Poor, let us viſit the Sick, let 

clothe the Naked, let us feed the Hungry, according to 

ur proportion of Wealth; and no doubt, according to G() D's 

romiſes, we ſhall find it after many days. Let us in the Morn- 

vp ſow our Seed; let us give freely when we have loud Calls 

vr our Liberality: And in the Evening let us not wit h. hold 
r Hand. Let our Charity never ceaſe thro the whole courſe 

four Lives, eſpecially towards thoſe Obejects, whole pityable 

ircumſtances challenge our Commiſeration on account of 
eir Suffering in the Service of their Country, As to which 

ort of Charity, the Relief of diſtreſſed Seamen and Soldiers, 

ſhould be unjuſt to the Memory of our Great and Good 
te; ounders and Benefactors, did I not take notice upon this oc- 
inWaſton in this Place, That 7h moſt Beneficial and there- 
dre Sumptuous Houſe at Greenwich, the the Siſter Hoſpital 
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Raiifſen, or rather as one Man: That Djviſiov may not be out 
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Well: -Oaly give. "me Te offer one Piece of Advice Witt 
= 5 ; WER ro your, merciful Contributions this way, That the 
Selen and Soldrers ſhould Be regarded in the firſt place, wh 
e foupbratbe good Fg bt; "Wis have always aRed-like try 
Du Men in their Engagements with the SOR, and han 
RN sg like True Cbriſtiam out of hem. g 
te the Orrhodox Faith -profefſed in this A poſtolic 
ch; we will all add Yertucor Holineſs, (excipfve of Blaſ 
WE. ey Laſciviouſaeſs, Intemperance, with other fuch'lil 
1 25 *. 8 e of the Fleſh) and to out Fertke or Holineſs," w 
'1 i 3 3 we will add 2njerneſs aud Mes tueſt; and to our Meegneſi 
-  Brotherly: :kindneſs ;, and to Brot berl Lindveſi, Charity, 60 
be prevalbd om of "his infinite? Mercy, to, continhe to 
"a Btefii ings. ol Peace, Peary, and all heir: happy Aiken 
dants: He may be pleaſed” ro continue ti us Peace in 1 
Dute, and Peace in gublick; Peace to the Church, and Peat 
on ce! State; Peatewith otit Friends at Hotne, ik tot Pei 
. hour Enenties broad; at leaſt,” He will be pie 
. vs Peace of Conſcience in this World, with Everton Re 
and Peace in the World to come. 1 2 
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